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Prep work, staging coming to Smith Cove Park ahead of County sewer pipe replacement 
project 

On Aug. 21, King County’s contractor will begin staging equipment for prep work to replace the 3,200-
foot pipe connecting the existing sewer system to a storage tank in Smith Cove Park (see map).  

The pipe was installed in 2014-15 to keep more of Magnolia’s sewage and stormwater out of Puget 
Sound. The pipe was confirmed to be broken in November 2016. Earlier this year, the pipe break was 
located about 150 feet below West Galer Street near Thorndyke Avenue West.  
 
You can learn more 
about the County’s 
investigation of the 
damaged pipe by 
visiting the project 
webpage. 

After the 
investigation, it was 
determined that 
replacing the pipe 
was the safest, most 
reliable and least 
disruptive way to 
bring the pipe into 
service. The pipe 
must be cleaned out 
and assessed before 
the County 
begins replacement 
work. We will 
provide more 
information about the pipe replacement work and schedule later this year.  

Next week, equipment and material will start arriving at Smith Cove Park to be stored on the athletic 
field west of 23rd Avenue West. The athletic field will remain closed through the fall so the clean out 
and assessment can occur.  

  



Work activities in the Smith Cove Park athletic field this fall: 

 Fence off the work area to make room for ground 
freezing equipment and a horizontal directional drill 
(HDD) rig 

 Dig down about 20 feet to remove a portion of the 
pipe in the field to gain access to the broken pipe 
section beneath W. Galer St.  

 Freeze soils near the park end of the pipe to clean 
the pipe out safely 

 Use the HDD rig to clean out the pipe - pressure 
inside the pipe will be maintained to ensure the 
area around the break is not disturbed 

 What to expect in Smith Cove Park this fall: 

 Athletic field closed  
 Increased noise and construction activity 
 Crews and equipment staged on the Magnolia Wet 

Weather Storage Facility site and working in the 
athletic field 

 Some short-term closure of park facilities near work area 
 Some brief traffic delays on 23rd Ave. W. 
 Traffic control personnel and signs to help traffic and trail users pass by the work area 

 

 
 
 

Call: 206‐205‐5969 

Email: doug.marsano@kingcounty.gov    

Search: “Magnolia storage” at kingcounty.gov 

Follow: @KingCountyWTD on Twitter 

Alternative formats available: 

206‐477‐5371 or TTY relay: 711 

County contractors will use a horizontal directional drill rig to clean out the broken pipe 


