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MAGNOLIA COMMUNITY CLUB 
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

 
The mission of the Magnolia Community Club (MCC), as stated in its Bylaws, is (1) to 

monitor private or governmental activities that affect the quality of life in Magnolia and to take 
appropriate action to further or protect the interests of the community, as agreed upon by the 
Board of Trustees (Board); (2) to elect officers and trustees who will monitor community issues 
and provide an organized way for residents to participate in discussions regarding them; (3) to 
educate the public on subjects affecting the Magnolia community; and (4) to provide limited 
amounts of financial assistance to Magnolia community projects through a Board-administered 
fund.  

In furtherance of that mission, a summary of the activities of the MCC during 2012 is 
described below. 

TRANSPORTATION.  2012 has been a very busy year for transportation issues affecting 
Magnolia residents.  Access to and from Magnolia will be increasingly impacted by 
transportation projects underway and planned over the next 8-10 years.  The East Mercer 
Project, which is the first phase of what is often referred to as the “two-way Mercer Project,” 
was substantially completed in 2012.  Funding for the second phase, Mercer West, was 
secured, and a contract awarded for construction, with construction scheduled to begin in 
February 2013.  The principal components of this project are widening of the underpass under 
Aurora/Highway 99 and access to the north portal of the bored tunnel.  Except for extending 
the holding lanes on 15th Avenue West for West Mercer Way traffic, there are no present plans 
for improvement of West Mercer Way, which will remain one lane in each direction, and 
therefore is a potentially significant bottleneck between 15th Avenue West and either the north 
portal of the tunnel or I-5.  WSDOT has entered into a contract for the boring of the tunnel.  The 
tunnel boring machine will be delivered and assembled in 2013, and will begin operation during 
that year.  A decision has yet to be made by WSDOT on the amount of tolls to be charged for 
the use of the bored tunnel.  It will be of critical importance, since tolling, together with 
absence of a downtown entrance to and exit from the tunnel, will divert traffic to downtown 
Seattle city streets, Alaskan Way and I-5.  Recommendations of an advisory committee on 
tolling are expected in the summer of 2013.  Approval by voters in November of a bond issue to 
finance replacement of the most seriously deteriorated portion of the waterfront seawall 
allows plans for a re-development of the Central Waterfront to go forward.  The opening of the 
tunnel is expected in early 2016.  Demolition of the Viaduct will then start and will take 
approximately 2 years.  It will be followed by a relocation of Alaskan Way to the area under the 
existing Viaduct.  The flow of traffic along this key north-south corridor for northwest Seattle 
very likely will be substantially disrupted during the period of construction.  The effect of the 
“road diet” on Nickerson, which is offered by the City of Seattle as an alternative route to and 
from I-5, remains a concern.  According to the Mayor’s office, the road diet has reduced 
accidents without increasing congestion.  Users of Nickerson may disagree with the latter 
finding, especially in the vicinity of the Fremont Bridge, but in any event, as the West Mercer, 
Tunnel, Viaduct, and Alaskan Way projects proceed, there will be additional traffic on 
Nickerson.  The extent of the additional delay is an unknown.  Future growth in cruise ship 
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operations at Pier 91 is also a concern to Magnolians.  In October the City of Seattle 
Department of Public Development initiated a 5 month Ballard to Interbay Land Use Corridor 
Study.  The forthcoming recommendations may have significant consequences for 15th Avenue 
traffic.  Gene Hoglund, a member of the Board, serves on the Advisory Committee for this 
Study.  In late September Metro Transit made numerous changes in the services it provides to 
transit riders.  The RapidRide busses on the “D Line” to and from downtown Seattle to Ballard 
began operation.  Concurrently, Metro stopped providing bus service to Magnolia after 9:30 
p.m., causing serious problems for those dependent on bus transportation in the late evening. 

In addition to the construction activity in 2013, the City of Seattle budget approved by the 
Council for 2013-2014 includes $3 million to begin planning for a high-capacity transition 
system, including a street car from downtown to Ballard. 

CSO/SMITH COVE PARK.  The capacity of the existing drainage of sewer and water in Magnolia 
is inadequate in periods of heavy rain, resulting in the discharge of the untreated excess into 
Puget Sound 10-12 times each year.  To remedy this situation, King County has designed an 
underground 1.9 million gallon storage tank, and associated aboveground facility, to be located 
at Smith Cove Park.  When completed, overflows will go into this tank, and then fed gradually in 
to the treatment system.  Currently this area consists of the Seattle Parks soccer fields, the Port 
of Seattle’s West Yard, and a small park on the south end of the West Yard.  Pursuant to a 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”), Waste Discharge Permit issued to 
King County by the Washington State Department of Ecology as agent for the EPA, the South 
Magnolia CSO Project must be under construction by 2013.  During 2012 the MCC, primarily 
through the leadership of Bruce Carter and Tom Tanner, has devoted many hours and attended 
many meetings to encourage the purchase by King County from the Port of Seattle of the entire 
West Yard area, with the underground tank to be located at the northern end; a subsequent 
sale by the County to Seattle Parks & Recreation for an enlarged Smith Cove Park; and a design 
of the CSO facility that enhances the value of the substantially expanded park.  This is a one-
time only opportunity to add to the public shoreline by creating an enlarged park with 
unparalleled views of the downtown Seattle skyline and Mount Rainier.  It would remove the 
unsightly Port storage yard that has been a blight on this area for many years, and would also 
improve the view of Pier 91 cruise ship passengers.  Our efforts have been aided by the park 
design concepts prepared by a noted Seattle-based landscape architect, Charles Anderson, who 
has generously provided his skills and time without charge.  Other groups supporting this 
proposal include the Magnolia Queen Anne District Council, the Queen Anne Community 
Council, and the Uptown Alliance.  Invaluable support has also been provided by 
Councilmember Larry Phillips and Port of Seattle President Gael Tarleton.  The latter was 
elected in November to the Washington State House of Representatives for Position 2 in the 
36th Legislative District, and will be leaving the Commission.  

AIR SAFETY AND NOISE.  Two steps ahead, and one step back.  Progress continues to be made 
in improving safety and reducing airplane noise in the approaches over Magnolia to Boeing 
Field and Seattle-Tacoma International Airport.  On November 1 the FAA announced final 
approval for a new approach, as part of the Greener Skies Over Seattle Initiative, which will 
involve a fuel efficient, noise reducing level guide path, instead of the current stair-step 
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descent.  Unfortunately, FAA community hearings in the fall of 2012 stirred up concerns in 
other neighborhoods (Beacon Hill and West Seattle), which may cause delay of the spring 2013 
implementation.  MCC Board member Robert Bismuth, who also serves on the Boeing Field 
Round Table, has been a most diligent and effective advocate in this process.  County 
Councilmember Larry Phillips has also given strong support for this change. 

PARKS.  The enlargement of Magnolia Manor Park, which the MCC has supported, moved 
ahead, to include a dog leash area, a P-Patch, and park area.  The MCC has also supported the 
award of grants to FOLKpark (lower Kinnear Park).  Through its representation on the Discovery 
Park Oversight Committee by Board member Michele Marchi, the MCC monitors developments 
at this premier City park.  In 2012, some of the issues and concerns included the restoration of 
the former Capehart Housing Area, relocation of a water line in the north parking area, the 
proposed sale of the Officer’s housing, and disposition of the Army Reserve site.   

CRIME AND CRIME PREVENTION.  The Magnolia community continues to experience a low 
crime rate, with car prowls and burglaries, but not violent crimes, being the major problems.  
The Third and Pine drug-dealing area is also of concern.  There has been a change of the West 
Precinct Commander from Captain Joe Kessler to Captain Jim Dermody.   

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH.  Because Office Live was phased out by Microsoft in the 
spring of 2012, the MCC website, through the efforts of Board member and Communications 
Officer Janice Wettstone, who was assisted by Scott Marlow as a consultant, has been 
redesigned (www.magnoliacommunityclub.org).  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT.  In mid-2012 the MCC signed a contract with the Magnolia Historical 
Society, under which the latter will market the MCC’s “Magnolia Memories and Milestones”, 
along with the MHS’s “Magnolia, Making More Memories”.  The contract did not yield any cash 
return to the MCC in 2012.  It is hoped that 2013 will be more productive.  An amendment to 
the MCC Bylaws in October 2011 eliminated dues as a condition of membership, with ongoing 
financial support to be provided by donation. In 2012 donations received were insufficient to 
offset the expenses.  The latter include the rental of Catharine Blaine for general meetings and 
the Magnolia Community Center for Board meetings, and the cost of a storage unit for book 
inventory and other records.  The Board began exploratory discussions on ways to increase 
donations, based on the principle that a non-profit should maintain a balance between revenue 
and expenses, with reserves to be kept for unanticipated expenses, such as litigation costs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Stephen E. DeForest 
President 
1/9/2013 
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ADDENDUM 
1. General Meetings 

Date Topic Speaker(s) 

1/12/12 Traffic, Transportation and Transit Update  

3/8/12 Magnolia and the Port of Seattle: the Present and 
the Future 

John Creighton, Tom Albro 

4/12/12 Proposed Changes to Metro’s Bus Routes David Hull 

5/10/12 Crime in Magnolia Sgt. Paul Gracey, Francisco Tello 

6/14/12 Waterfront Seattle Project Steve Pearce 

10/11/12 Candidates Forum (36th district)/Seawall bond issue Rueben Carlyle, Gael Tarleton, Noel 
Frame/Tom Rasmussen, Chris Brown 

 
2. Board Meeting Presentations 

2/28/12 Nolan Rundquist and Susan Paine – City of Seattle Tree Ordinance 

3/20/12 Roger Newell and Neal Thompson – Proposed Redevelopment of 2406 32nd 
Avenue West 

6/19/12  Dan Penhollow – Magnolia Chamber of Commerce 

9/18/12  Debi Frausto – FOLKpark (lower Kinnear) 

10/16/12 Garry Gaffner – Friends of Discovery Park 

11/20/12  Geoffrey Wentlandt – Ballard to Interbay Land Use Corridor Study 

3. Letters to Public Officials 

Date Primary Addressee Issue or Concern 

3/1/12 Dow Constantine Support for acquisition of Port of Seattle’s West Yard 
for a new park 

3/5/12 Laurie Ames Support for Friends of Magnolia Manor Park grant 

3/12/12 Raymond LaHood Mercer West Tiger 4 application 

7/26/12 Dow Constantine CSO design request 

10/9/12 Christopher Williams Cynthia Thurmond – Magnolia Boulevard Park 

10/26/12 Mike McGinn Funding for crime prevention coordinators 

11/21/12 Peter Hahn Electronic reader boards 

11/21/12 Bridging the Gap Review Committee FOLKpark grant 

4. Issue and Committee Assignments 
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  Neighbors Advisory Committee (NAC) – Tom Tanner, Fred Rappaport, Nancy Rogers 
Alternates: Marco Magnano and Bruce Carter 

  West Precinct – Gene Hoglund 

  Boeing Field Round Table – Robert Bismuth 

  Magnolia Parks – Richard Piacentini 

  Magnolia Boulevard Vegetation Plan – Richard Piacentini 

  Discovery Park Advisory Committee – Michele Marchi 

  North Portal Working Group – Steve DeForest 

  Mercer Corridor Stakeholder Group – Tom Tanner 

  Magnolia/Queen Anne District Council – Bruce Carter, Steve DeForest, 
Mary Montgomery 

  Central Waterfront Stakeholder Committee – Tom Tanner 

  MCC Transportation Committee – Gene Hoglund (Chair), Tom Tanner, Bruce Carter, 
Steve DeForest, Tom Brennan, Diana Dearmin 

  BAT Lane Issue Manager – Diana Dearmin 

 


