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Magnolia Community Club Board of Trustees 

Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday June 19, 2012 7:00pm 

 
Introductions, Roll Call.  
In attendance: Stephen DeForest (presiding), Richard Piacentini, Tom Brennan, 
Rex Wardlaw, Janice Wettstone, Mary Montgomery, Rob Wilson, Bruce Carter, 
Gene Hoglund.  
 
Guests: Dan Penhollow; Magnolia Chamber of Commerce, Brett Phillips; 
running for 36th District of State House   
 
The May Board Minutes were approved.  
The May Treasurer’s Report had been distributed prior to the meeting.   
 
CSO – Bruce reported that Nancy is following the shoreline permit process and 
King County has filed a motion to condemn the west portion of the West Yard for 
the CSO.  King County made a proposal to the Port to buy the entire West Yard, 
and Bruce heard that the Port is looking favorably at that proposal.  King County 
and Seattle Parks and Recreation appear to have worked out a deal for access and 
staging for the CSO construction.  There was an informational meeting on the 
CSO held by King County last week.  The presentation made by King County at 
that meeting differed from their previous presentations to the community, and the 
audience at the recent meeting reacted negatively.  Of particular concern to the 
community members present were the massing of the facility and the fencing 
surrounding it.  Community members have formed “the Friends of Smith Cove 
Park”, with the goal of combining the West Yard and Smith Cove Park into a 
single park.  This group recently applied for funds from the Parks and Greenspace 
Opportunity Fund.  Bruce has arranged meetings with three Port Commissioners 
on this subject, including commissioner Albro. 
 
Dan Penhollow, the President of the Magnolia Chamber of Commerce, spoke 
about the Chamber and his feeling that the MCC and the Chamber share many of 
the same goals and interests.  The members of the Chamber are local businesses, 
including businesses in Magnolia Village, Interbay and on 15th.  The Chamber 
currently has 116 members.  He would like to open communication between the 
two boards.  Often, the boards have the same guests and he thinks the boards 
should have some combined general meetings.  By combining the meetings, the 
boards might improve attendance and be better heard.  He said the Chamber 
general meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of every month and the average attendance 
is 25 to 30 people.  The consensus of the MCC Board was that the key to good 
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meeting attendance is a good meeting topic.  The MCC Board was open to having 
combined meeting if the boards could find the right topic.   
 
Brett Phillips, Magnolia resident running for the 36th District in the State House, 
made a presentation.  He said that he has worked in the field of sustainability, 
most recently for Unico Properties, and emphasized the importance of education, 
technology jobs and social justice.   
 
MQADC – Bruce reported that, at the recent meeting, the City said they received 
their Federal funding for West Mercer and will be further constraining traffic on 
Mercer during construction.  The Board discussed West Nickerson and the road 
diet issue, and that it should be re-opened when the opportunity presents itself.   
 
WPAC – Gene reported that at their recent meeting they discussed the proposal to 
extend hours for serving alcohol, which was not approved.  He also said the 
police have been watching the buildings at Ft. Lawton for people squatting.  The 
Board discussed the importance of reporting all police issues, since coverage is 
based upon call frequency.   
 
General Meetings – Stephen reported that the recent general meeting on the 
waterfront seawall was informative and the audience had good questions.  The 
attendance, at around 20 people, was disappointing.  The Board discussed general 
meeting topics for the September meeting, including cruise ships and a 
candidate’s forum.   
 
Code Amendments – The Board discussed the issue of proposed City code 
amendments that would reduce parking requirements for certain developments.   
 
Website – Janice reported that the MCC website is under construction and should 
be running in the next five days.   
 
Thorndyke – The Board discussed the poor maintenance of the Thorndyke 
median, and Dan Penhollow suggested the Chamber look into improving the 
curbs and sidewalks on Thorndyke. 
 
Dan Penhollow discussed the Chamber’s efforts to get cruise ship passengers to 
come to Magnolia for shopping and dining.   
 
Meeting adjourned 9:00pm 


